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(1 Corinthians 5:1-13)














	This morning begins the second “mini-series” within our study of the book of 1 Corinthians.  During the first five Sundays we were concerned with the unity of the body of Christ, the church.  The next three studies are concerned with moral purity in the church.





	This section bursts open like a thunder-clap.  Talk about an abrupt transition to a new theme!  Paul doesn’t waste time on niceties, but launches forward with passion to address something in the church in Corinth that is just not right.





What To Do With Sin In The Church (vv. 1-8)





An Immoral Man in the Corinthian Church..... (v. 1)





	Immorality in the church





	“It is actually reported that there is immorality� among you” (v. 1a)


	When we first began our study of 1 Corinthians a few weeks ago, I spent some time detailing the level of immorality that existed in Corinth.  It was a grossly immoral city!





	It was a favorite recreation and vacation spot for the mighty and the noble.  Nero partied in Corinth.  It was notorious as a place of both wealth and indulgence.  To live “as a Corinthian” meant to live in luxury and immorality.  As a seaport, it was a meeting place for many nationalities and it offered all of the attendant vices.





	Corinth had a reputation for vulgarity.  When Plato referred to a prostitute, he used the expression, “Corinthian girl.”  The Greek word (coined by Aristophanes) “korinthiazomai” means “to fornicate.”  The temple of Aphrodite in Corinth was unique in Greece in that its thousand female priestesses were nothing more than religious prostitutes.





	Given that setting, are we really surprised that immorality had worked its way into the church in Corinth?  I’m not.  And are we surprised that Paul would address sexual matters in the Bible?





	If we are, we shouldn’t be.  While we might not expect that the Bible would tread on such fragile ground, it does so - and often!  One whole book in the Bible is dedicated to the theme of sexual intimacy in marriage (The Song of Solomon), Proverbs has lots to say about sex and Paul says much about sexuality - and much of what he has to say is found in 1 Corinthians, as we will discover in the weeks ahead.





	But there was a moral problem in the church at Corinth and he addressed it head on.  The church members had not told Paul about it.  He had heard it through the grapevine.  The rumor mill worked as well in the first century - even without telephones or modems - as it does in our own.





	Paul doesn’t name names - that wasn’t necessary, everybody in Corinth knew who he was talking about! - but he does name the sin.  Brace yourself.














	The immorality that existed in the church at Corinth





	“.....and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife.�” (v. 1b)





	There was a man who was having sexual relations with his stepmother. �  This kind of immorality explicitly violated Old Testament commands, which doesn’t surprise us.�  What may surprise us is that even among the immoral Gentile Corinthians, this type of activity would have been considered an outrageous deviance.  Not that Gentiles never committed this act, but that other Gentiles condemned those who did it.





	In the situation that has arisen in the church, we don’t know if the woman was presently married to the man’s father, if she was divorced from his father or if she was widowed from his father.  None of that is important.





	The issue is not that of a one-time incident, but of an on-going relationship (perhaps what had developed into a very unsavory common law marriage).  We can assume that the woman was not a member of the church, for she is not judged for her involvement in the activity.





	However, the guilty man was a member of the church, and that means that Paul has something to say about him!





The Corinthians’ Response to This Immoral Man (v. 2)





	The arrogance of the Corinthian church





	“And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead?” (v. 2a)





	That a member of their church had entered into such a relationship should have prompted humility and mourning.  In Corinth, it prompted pride.  How so?





Perhaps they were proud of being such an open-minded church that anyone could join;


Maybe they were proud of their grace-orientation, to such an extent that sins were winked at and not dealt with;


Maybe they prided themselves on dealing compassionately with this man, who was struggling with this “stepmother fixation.”





	The word we translate “arrogant” means “to be puffed up.”  The Corinthians’ already puffed up spirits were becoming even more bloated with the presence of this man in the church.  The presence of this sinful situation didn’t even faze the Corinthians!





	Paul says that a better response would be to mourn.  To mourn for a brother who has fallen into sin, to mourn for the evil that has infiltrated the church, to mourn for the reproach on Christ when a Christian sins, to mourn over the loss of a pure witness, to mourn, to grieve, as over a death!





	Now, we all know that blatant sin can and does invade the church from time to time.  When it does, we are not to be complacent about dealing with it.  Sin is unnatural in the church.  Sin should be mourned and that mourning should be accompanied by strong action.  Paul mentions the strong action that the church should have taken at the end of verse 2.





	The necessity to remove the guilty man from the church





	“.....in order that the one who had done this deed might be removed from your midst.�” (v. 2b)





	Any group or community that holds to certain moral standards has to recognize a line.  Any behavior beyond that line is intolerable.  Any step beyond that line destroys the foundation on which the community itself rests.  When that line is violated, exclusion becomes necessary.





	There comes a time when the cancer must be cut out by a ruthlessly skillful surgeon.  And the man Paul has in mind was not to be admonished, but removed.





	To take this action was neither hard-hearted nor was it arrogant judging.  The church is the temple of God.  Both the holiness of the church and the reputation of God in a community are at stake in the lifestyle of the church.  What are people in Corinth going to think about Jesus if Jesus’ people can live in gross immorality with impunity?





	And, just in case the Christians in the church at Corinth were still on the fence with regard to how to deal with this man caught up in the grossest sin - a man who evidently has no intention of ceasing his sin - Paul provided some strong, apostolic leadership.





Paul’s Response to This Immoral Man (vv. 3-5)





	Paul’s authority while physically absent and spiritually present (v. 3)





	“For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed this, as though I were present.” (v. 3)





	Paul was in the city of Ephesus when he wrote to the Corinthians.  He was “absent in body” - but that didn’t mean that he had no authority in the matter.





	He was an apostle of Jesus and was able to judge “long-distance” the man who was committing so heinous a sin.  He was psychologically present with the church.  He was always on their minds.  He was able to pray for them.  And in all of these ways, he was “present in spirit” even if not in body.





	In verse 4, he charged the church to call a meeting!














	Paul’s charge to the church (v. 4)





	“In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus” (v. 4)





	Paul begins the verse with these words, “In the name of our Lord Jesus.....”  There is a solemnity in those words.  There is almost a formula, an invoking of Jesus’ Name and power.





	Paul envisions a real meeting at which he himself would be present in spirit only.  Whether this is a Sunday morning setting or not is not clear (I think it is), nor is it important.





	When they gather, the power of the Lord Jesus will be there, as He always is when believers gather to carry out the business of the church - be it worship, instruction, fellowship, ministry, or discipline.  That is an eye-opening truth.  A church gathered is more than a few obscure Christians sitting together.  The power of Jesus is present when the church comes together.





	When they meet, they will know that Paul has already had a “meeting” in which he has judged this one who has sinned, a judgment that the Corinthians should have come to by themselves, but didn’t.





	Paul’s action





	“I have decided� to deliver such a one to Satan� for the destruction of his flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” (v. 5)





	Woah!  That is a mouthful.  And what does it mean?!





	Paul is casting this man out of the church.  This is a saved man (I’ll tell you how we can know that in a minute) who, up until this point, has enjoyed the fellowship of the church along with the pursuit of blatant immorality.  He thinks he can have it both ways.  Paul says, “No, you can’t.”





	At the meeting in Corinth, this man will be delivered from the realm of church membership and fellowship among fellow Christians to the realm of the world, the realm of Satan, who is called in the New Testament, “the god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4).





	Practically, this man will be physically excluded from participating in any of the church’s activities.  He will become subject to Satan’s frontal attacks in ways he would not be if he were still in the church.  To be “delivered to Satan” is a very forcible expression for the loss of all Christian privileges.





	And for what purpose?  Paul lists two purposes in verse 5.





	First, he will be delivered to Satan “for the destruction of his flesh.”  Here is what I believe this means.  Paul assumes that Satan will seek this man’s death, since his spirit, as a believer, is off-limits to him.  When God gave Satan free rein to harass Job, Satan attacked him physically.  The same kind of attack, I believe, is in view here.  Often, God is pleased to restrain Satan’s full attacks from believers.  But in this case, the devil will be given freedom to attack, even as far as the destruction of the man’s flesh.  Satan will have permission to harass, inflict suffering, bring calamity, even kill (“destroy”) him.�





	Second, this man will be delivered to Satan “that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”





	The ultimate purpose of this church member’s deliverance to Satan is remedial.  It is redemptive.  God is going to “use” Satan for His own ends, a strategy He has employed before!





	Job’s afflictions from Satan eventually proved and improved the quality of his faith.  Paul himself was given a thorn in the flesh (2 Corinthians 12), which he called “a messenger from Satan” which had the effect of prompting Paul to rely more on God’s grace.





	And this Corinthian brother will be buffeted by Satan for the purpose of bringing him to repentance for his sin, so that when he stands before Jesus at the Judgment Seat of Christ, he will be “saved” - not in the fullest sense, as if he were in danger of Hell, but in the sense of  receiving reward or losing reward (Every occurrence of the word “saved” in the New Testament does not refer to a person’s eternal destiny in Heaven).





	The reason Paul takes this action, though, is not ONLY because he is concerned for the eventual welfare of the man who is sinning.  He is also deeply concerned for the health of the church.





	Tragically, as we have seen, this man’s presence at Corinth has not prompted repentance on the part of the other Christians, but boasting!  And the church’s boasting is wholly inappropriate.  It is stupid.  Paul tells us why in verse 6.





There is Value in Removing “Leaven” (vv. 6-8)





	The danger of a little leaven (v. 6)





	“Your boasting is not good.  Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough�?” (v. 6)





	Now Paul takes us into the kitchen and refers to leaven.  Often in Scripture, leaven (or yeast) is a symbol for an infiltrating force.  Usually, that infiltration is negative.  So, leaven is frequently associated with sin.





	The man who “has” his father’s wife in Corinth is leaven.  His presence in the church threatens to poison the whole.  It will pollute the whole lump/church.  Not much leaven is required to make a whole loaf of bread.  And very little blatant “in your face” sin is required to poison a whole church.





	Often, the best way to deal with a cancer is to cut out the tumor before it grows and infects the whole body.  In the same way, the only way to deal with the toxic leaven of sin in the church is to get rid of it.  It must be cleaned out.





	We are unleavened - live like it! (vv. 7-8)





		We ARE an unleavened lump! (v. 7)





	“Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened.  For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.” (v. 7)





	In picturing the removal of leaven, Paul wants us to recall the Jewish custom of house cleaning just prior to the observance of Passover every year.  At the original Passover, when God redeemed His people from Egypt, the Jews were forced to eat unleavened bread because of the haste with which they had to leave Egypt.





	And every year, at the feast of the Passover, they relived that event right down to the detail of removing leaven from the house a full week prior to eating the Passover meal to insure that no leaven would be present when they ate their sacrificial lamb.





	And remember, eating the meal of that Passover lamb, and spreading the blood of the lamb over the doorway of the house was what caused the death angel to “pass over” the Israelites homes as he moved through the land of Egypt.  Sacrificing the Passover lamb was the means by which the Jews escaped the judgment of God.  They were delivered from Egypt and the slaves emerged to a new life as the people of God!





	The ridding of the Jewish house of leaven prior to Passover became a symbol of moral purification, of having rid themselves of the sins of Egypt.





	Note the chronology.  Paul says that for the Corinthians ARE unleavened.  The leaven of sin has already been removed.  Christ, our Passover HAS BEEN SACRIFICED.  We have escaped the judgment of God.�





	The church has escaped both the power and the penalty of sin.  And now, if the leaven of sin is present in the church, it is because it has been invited back in!  It is time and more than time for all leaven to have been removed.





	When Paul says, “clean out the old leaven,” he means that the church is to remove people who were sinning in the high-handed way in which this man was sinning.  It is inappropriate for him to be in the church in his unrepentant state.





	And it is not only inappropriate.  The leaven of a blatant in-your-face sinful situation is corrupting to the church itself.  This man’s attitude of disregard for purity - if not his specific action - will spread throughout the whole church.  The cancer has to be cut out.  The leaven has to be removed.





	In the lives of sincere Corinthian Christians who were seeking to lead godly lives, the removal of “leaven” was an ongoing part of growth.  As remnants of their former life without Jesus would surface as bad attitudes or bad actions or bad thought patterns, they would remove the leaven by confession of sin, repentance, and trusting obedience to walk in a new way.





	This man had demonstrated by his steady disobedience that he wasn’t willing to change.  And, since he wasn’t interested in removing the leaven from his life, he himself would have to be removed from the church!





	How important is the purity of the church of Jesus Christ?  THAT important!  Important enough that a man might be removed, delivered over to Satan.  This section concludes at verse 8 with a warm invitation to the pursuit of purity.

















		We should live like an unleavened lump (v. 8)





	“Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” (v. 8)





	Here is the whole Christian life viewed as a feast at which we eat unleavened bread!  And what is a feast but a holiday, a holy-day.  Every day for the believer is holy to Jesus.  If there is leaven in the life of the Christian, it is to be removed.





	A Christian might need help removing the leaven of “malice and wickedness.”  Just as any of us who have stepped on a nail might need help removing that nail, you might need the help of prayer assistance or the support of a group to enable you to either pull the nail or to walk again after the nail is removed.





	But whatever the leaven is in your life, it is to be removed and replaced with purity of motive (Paul calls it “sincerity”) and purity of action (he calls it “truth”).





Summary:  There was a leaven that was leavening the loaf which was the church at Corinth.  So, how does this apply to us, here, at Northwest Community Church?  





	Each of us is to be involved in “leaven removal.”  If a Christian refuses to clean out the leaven-ish remnants of sin from his life before conversion, the church is obliged to come alongside him in tough love and help.  We are to first offer tender support, then accountability, then confrontation.  We will finally advise him that continued disobedience will lead to the point where he will no longer be welcomed in the church.





	And that is no idle threat - because the purity of the church of Jesus is more important than the “feelings” of a Christian who is committed to living a life of blatant disobedience to Christ!





	If YOU are presently involved in a sinful pattern that you know must be stopped, seek help immediately from a pastor, elder or trusted friend.  The stakes - the good name of Jesus in this community and your continued enjoyment of this fellowship - are VERY high.





	In those first eight verses, Paul has told us how to deal with sin in the church.  But sin, we know, doesn’t only occur in the church.  How are we to deal with sin and sinners who are not in the church?  That is what the rest of 1 Corinthians chapter 5 is all about.  At verse 9, Paul mentions a previous correspondence, a letter he had previously written to the Corinthian church.





What To Do With Sin (and sinners!) In The World (vv. 9-13)





Interaction with the World’s Sinners is A-OK (vv. 9-10)





	The instruction of Paul’s previous letter





	Evidently this was a letter with which the Corinthians were all thoroughly familiar.  They may have written him something to which he responded.  Or, perhaps, having left after having been with them for eighteen months, he knew them well enough to know what they would need and initiated this letter to them.





	Unfortunately, we don’t have that letter.  There may have been a lot of other letters Paul wrote to individuals and to churches which we don’t have today.  That’s OK.  What we have are the letters the Holy Spirit inspired and wanted us to have.  In that previous letter, Paul had given them some instruction.





	“I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people” (v. 9)





	Good advice.  Later in 1 Corinthians he virtually repeats that advice with this proverb, “Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company corrupts good morals.’” (1 Cor. 15:33)





	The Corinthians read those words, took them to heart - and promptly mis-applied them!  Here, Paul takes the opportunity to set them straight about what he meant.








	The Corinthians misunderstanding of that letter





	“I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world.” (v. 10)





	The list is interesting, but it’s only a “for instance” kind of list.  The possibilities for sinfulness are obviously more numerous than what verse ten mentions.  Unsaved people are in view.  Paul makes that clear when he refers to “people of this world.”





	He is saying that it is perfectly all right for Christians to associate with unsaved people of all lifestyles.  If the first eight verses of 1 Corinthians contained truth that we at Northwest Community Church needed to hear - so does verse 10!





	The apostle Paul was no fan of monasticism.  He would not chose the monastery or the convent as a place for a Christian to live.  He wanted Christians to be like well-worn dollar bills - in circulation!





	Are we?  Am I?  Are you in circulation?  I sense some stirring in our ranks in this regard, but Paul’s words still need to be heard here, by you and me, this morning, right now.  There are some heroic deeds being performed by some at Northwest.





One family in our church recently hosted a block party for the people on the street where they have lived for almost twenty years.  They are heroes.


Another family here invites churched and unchurched friends alike to their home to help decorate their Christmas tree every year.  They are heroes.


Some individuals here are regularly praying for their neighbors as a part of their involvement in the Lighthouse ministry.  They are heroes.





	Earlier I told you that leaven is almost always used in Scripture in a negative sense as an infiltrating force.  That is true, but the word “almost” is important.  There is at least one time when leaven is referred to as a symbol of a good infiltrating force.





	In Luke 13 (and Matthew 13), Jesus told a parable about the Kingdom of God.  He said, “It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of meal until it was all leavened.” (v. 21)





	I don’t know all that is implied in that parable.  There is something there about the growth of the Kingdom through the ages.  There is something there about the secret advance of the Kingdom because you can’t really see leaven at work and you can’t really see the Kingdom advancing.  There is something there about the pervasive influence of the Gospel message in a society.





	Jesus’ comment gets me to thinking, though, about the leavening impact of Christians who remain in circulation in their worlds.





	They help out in the summer time with neighborhood pools and rub shoulders with lost people.  They hang out with friends after work and pour the salt of the Gospel on hungry hearts, creating a thirst.  They view work time as an opportunity to make a valuable contribution for the company AND to shine for Jesus.  They buddy up with classmates to study and don’t hide their light under a bushel.





	They may play sports or coach sports, join a stamp club or a running group or a garden club, form a bridge club or a kids play group or a mom’s co-op or a dinner group.





	But they are “out there.”  Christians who are in circulation are “leavening” their worlds for Jesus.  And that is what Paul wants you and me to do.  Christians who aren’t in circulation, who are living in a Christian bubble, have committed the classic Corinthian error Paul mentions in verse 10 of removing themselves from the world.





	Now, personal evaluation time.  Are you “out there”?  On any given week, do you have meaningful contact with lost people?  Is our weekly contact with fellow believers so time/energy-consuming that we don’t have opportunity to befriend outsiders?





	For most people, “to go out of the world” is impossible in the absolute sense.  However, at Corinth in Paul’s day and in San Antonio, 2000 it is conceivable that Christians might work their schedules so as to see as little of the unbelieving world as possible.  And that is wrong, wrong, wrong!





	You and I have the gift that the people in our world most desperately need - the forgiveness of God and the love of Jesus found in the message of the Gospel.  And we can most meaningfully give that gift when we are “out there.





	Granted, when it comes to our involvement with the world, Christians have been given the most difficult task imaginable.  Live in the world, but don’t be like the world in which you live.  If we could escape either end of that command, it would be easy, but we can’t.  We are not called to relational separation, but to loving infiltration.





	So, in verse 10 we are called to involvement with lost people, whether they are immoral or not.  Does that surprise you?  Doesn’t it seem that a close association with immoral people of the world would be more dangerous than an association with immoral people who belong to the church.  Paul does not see it this way!





Interaction with Notorious Christian Sinners is NOT OK (v. 11)





	“But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother� if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler-- not even to eat� with such a one.” (v. 11)





	It is far unhealthier to have fellowship with a believing immoral person than with an unbelieving immoral person!  And here we revert back to the theme of verses 3-5 and verse 7.





	A healthy Christian can be a purifying leavening influence in an immoral world, but a rebellious Christian will be an unhealthy leavening influence in the church.  For that reason, if there is a Christian who continues in blatant in-your-face sin over the course of time, and in spite of repeated urgings to repent, you should not have fellowship with that Christian.  He’ll take you down.  She’ll dilute your witness, take the edge off your zeal.





	In the most severe case, that Christian should be “delivered over to Satan,” cut off from the life of the church, so that, like the prodigal son, he might come to his senses in the pig sty and be brought to repentance.





	What possible rationale could Paul have for this line of advice?  The reasoning is that a wise and godly Christian will see that this sinning brother is harming the cause of Christ and the good name of Jesus by his conduct.  This wise and godly Christian will decide to have nothing to do with this unrepentant Christian (not even to eat with him!) because he loves Jesus’ good Name more than he loves this brother’s tender feelings.





	The chapter nears a conclusion with verse 12.  Paul calls the church to the role of internal policing.





Believers are to be Self-Policing, Self-Judging (v. 12)





	“For what have I to do with judging outsiders?  Do you not judge those who are within the church?” (v. 12)





	How do we know that the man who had his father’s wife was a Christian?  Because Paul judged him, delivering him over to Satan.  Had that man not been a Christian, Paul would not have judged him.  But it is the role of the church to judge and discipline those who are in the church.





	What about those who are outside?  What about lost people.  Paul tells us.
































God Will Take Care of Judging Outsiders (v. 13)





	“But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.” (v. 13)





	Beginning at verse 10, Paul has switched our focus six times from outsiders to insiders, from lost people to Christians.  He concludes the chapter with the third exhortation to the church to deal frontally with Christians who are guilty of blatant sin.  He said the same thing in verse 11 and 12.�





	At the beginning of verse 13, though, he tells us not what WE are to do with the unbelieving person, but what God is going to do with them.  God is going to judge them.








Conclusion: 





	And if God will judge those who are outside, doesn’t that stir our hearts to reach out and touch them BEFORE that happens?





	Are you in circulation?  Are you providing a leavening influence to the people in your world, infiltrating the lives of lost people with the Gospel?  This morning, if you have recognized that you are living in a “Christian bubble,” please pray about how you might burst that bubble.  Broaden your relational horizons to include lost people.  Someone had a broad enough horizon to tell you about Jesus.  Now, you, do the same!


� Immorality = porneia = can refer to prostitution, but generally came to be used of any sexual sin. 


� Not exactly incest, since the man and the woman in question are not related by blood.


�   “His father’s wife” almost certainly doesn’t mean “his mother” or Paul would have said so.


�  “You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s wife; it is your father’s nakedness.” (Leviticus 18:8) Stoning was the punishment for this crime.


� The Qumran community practiced excommunication.


� Paul has made this decision on his own - which doesn’t mean that it is not a spiritually considered decision.


� Cf. 1 Tim. 1:20, “Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered over to Satan, so that they may be taught not to blaspheme.”


� In 11:30, Paul references physical consequences of spiritual failings connected with participating in the Lord’s Supper.


�  Same words found in Galatians 5:9.


� Christ is both priest and sacrifice, since He offered Himself!


� 2 Thes. 3:6, “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.”  


� Communion as well as social fellowship are both in view with “eat.”


� The final exhortation is a quote from Deuteronomy 17:7; 19:19; 22:21, 24; 24:7.
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